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Description of the Hong K ong Observatory’ s Text-only Website

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/index.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/indexc.htm

Thesitemap

Warning -
® Warning(s) in Force--
® Specia Announcements --
® [nformation on Warnings --

Weather Report --
® Current Weather Report --
® Yesterday's Weather and Radiation Report --

Weather Forecast --
® | ocal Weather Forecast --
® 5-day Weather Forecast --
® South China Coastal Waters--

Information on Tropical Cyclone--
® Tropica Cyclone Warning Bulletin --
® Tropica Cyclone Position--
® Tropical Cyclone Warning for Shipping (English only)

Weather Information on Other Cities --
® Information on Weather of Citiesin China--
® Wesather Forecast for Tourist Attractions in Guangdong --
® Wesather Forecast for Mgjor Cities in Guangdong --
® World Weather Forecast --

Others--
® PressReleases --




F(L L34

@) JJ Hona Kong OBSERVATORY

1.1 Warning(s) in Force -- (can be issued at any time)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warn.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warnc.htm

A coding of warnings has been added in the text-based warning web page. With this simple
coding, programmers only need to code their programs to search for a number instead of a string.
It can avoid the exact wording problem. The SAMPLE layouts are as follow:

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warn sample.htm

Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/warnc_sample.htm
The warning code is written in the web page in such away that it is hidden in the browser but can
be seen by opening the source file (i.e. in Netscape, View > Page Source). Below is a part of
warning web page containing the warning codes:

<! --War ni ng- - >

<p>1. VERY HOT WEATHER WARNI NG ( 16: 30 HKT - 24.07.2000 )</p>
<p>2. STAND BY SIGNAL NO. 1( 17:30 HKT - 24.07.2000 )</p>

<! --/Warning-->

<! --Warni ng Codes

20

The codes are placed between the '<! - - War ni ng Codes" and the " -->"tags. Each line
between the tags contains a number representing an issued warning. The order is same as that of
the full wordings and doesn't relate to the issued time. The page will be updated whenever a
warning is issued/cancelled. The mapping between the codes and the warnings is defined in the
first column of the table in the Information on Warnings web page:

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/intro.htm

Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/introc.htm

Format of each record shown on  Warning(s) in Force page:
N. [WARNING] (ISSUE TIME)

! Remarks:

1. Eachline of record indicates issuance of a particular warning

2. N = A sequence number, i.e. 1,2,3..

3. [WARNING] = Name and cartoon of warning, please refer to the “Information on Warnings’ page
(www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/intro.htn). For Chinese version, please see “
(www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/introc.htn).

4. For English, ISSUE TIME = HH:MM HKT — DD.MM.YYYY.

5. For Chinese, ISSUE TIME=YYYY MM DD HH MM
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1.2 Special Announcements -- (can beissued at any time)

Contains announcements and precautions on the warnings in force:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/detail .htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/warning/detailc.htm

1.3 Information on Warnings -- (static page)

Contains an introduction on warnings:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/intro.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/introc.htm

2.1 Current Weather Report -- (normally updated every
hour (HH+02min), warnings and special announcements may be included at any time)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/englishwx.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/chinesewx.htm

English version:
Bulletin issued at HH: MM HKT DD/MM/YYYY

AT [TIMEL1]* AT THE HONG KONG OBSERVATORY
Al R TEMPERATURE : XX DEGREES CELSI US
RELATI VE HUM DI TY : XX PER CENT

VWEATHER CARTOON : NO. X — CAPTI ON

Please refer to the following web page for cartoon numbering and icons:
http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/currwx_cartoone.htm
Note: the numbering of cartoons for current weather is different from that for 5-day forecast

DURI NG THE PAST HOUR THE MEAN UV | NDEX RECORDED AT KI NG S PARK : X X
| NTENSI TY OF UV RADI ATION : [ I NTENSI TY]

<Warnings and Special Announcements>
[Optional : may contain advance alert of issuance/cancellation/replacement of rainstorm/tropical
cyclone warning signals)

<Regional Temperatures>
THE Al R TEMPERATURES AT OTHER PLACES WERE:
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KING S PARK X DEGREES;
VWONG CHUK HANG X DEGREES;
TA KWJ LI NG X DEGREES;
LAU FAU SHAN X DEGREES;

TAI PO X DEGREES;
SHA TI'N X DECGREES;
TUEN MUN X DEGREES;
TSEUNG KWAN O X DEGREES;
SAl  KUNG X DEGREES;

CHEUNG CHAU X DEGREES;
CHEK LAP KOK X DEGREES;
TSI NG YI X DEGREES;
SHEK KONG X DEGREES.

<Regional Rainfall>
[Optional: only those regions with rainfall exceeding 1 mm will be included]

THE MAXI MUM RAI NFALL RECORDED | N VARI QUS REA ONS I N THE
PAST HOUR ENDI NG AT [ TI ME2] * W\ERE:
----- Note: The above 2 lines will become the following 2 in case there is only 1 region -----
THE MAXI MUM RAI NFALL RECORDED I N THE PAST HOUR
ENDI NG AT [Tl ME2] * WAS:

SQUTHERN DI STRI CT
LAMVA | SLAND

WAN CHAI

EASTERN DI STRI CT
CENTRAL & WESTERN DI STRI
KOALOON EAST

SAl  KUNG

LANTAU | SLAND
KOALOON VEST

KWAI TSI NG

SHA TI'N

NCORTH DI STRI CT
TSUEN WAN

TAl PO

YUEN LONG

TUEN MUN

<2522
E

><><><><><><><><><><><Q|><><

$222222:2:2%2¢%

*Note: [TIME1] = {HH A.M., HH P.M., NOON, MIDNIGHT}
[TIME2] = {HH:45 A.M., HH:45 PM.}
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~ [INTENSITY] = {LOW, MODERATE, HIGH, VERY HIGH, EXTREME}

Chinese version:

XX XX [TIME3]* XX XX

[ TI ME3] * XX
XX
XX
X -

Please refer to the following web page for cartoon numbering and icons:
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/explain/currwx _cartoonc.htm
Note: the numbering of cartoons for current westher is different from that for 5-day forecast

X. X
[ 1

< >
[Optional : may contain advance alert of issuance/cancellation/replacement of rainstorm/tropical
cyclone warning signals)

< >
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

f X
X

X

< >

[Optional: only those regions with rainfall exceeding 1 mm will be included]

[TIME3]* XX 45
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----- Note: The above 2 lines will become the following 2 in case there is only 1 region -----
[ TI ME3] * XX 45

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
* [ 1 =H }
[TIME3] = { }

2.2 Yesterday's Weather and Radiation Report --
(updated once a day, 00:15H)

Hyperlinks to HKO' s web site:
English: http://www.weather.qgov.hk/wxinfo/pastwx/ryes.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/pastwx/ryesc.htm

3.1 Local Weather Forecast -- (normally updated hourly
(HH+45, 1615H, 2315H), but more frequent if situation changes rapidly)

Contains a synopsis and latest weather forecast of around 24 hours ahead for Hong Kong:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/local .htm
Chinese: http://www.westher.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/local c.htm

English version:




F(L L34

g" HoNG KONG OBSERVATORY
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

Chinese version:
YYY MM DD HH MM

3.2 5-day Weather Forecast -- (normally updated twice daily
(11:30H & 16:30H) but can be more frequent if situation changes)

Contains a synopsis and weather forecast up to 5 days ahead for Hong Kong
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/Sday.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/Sdayc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY
[Content: refer to the 5-day weather forecast bulletin]

WEATHER CARTOONS FOR 5- DAY WEATHER FORECAST
DAY 1 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 2 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 3 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 4 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption
DAY 5 CARTOON NO. XX - Caption

Please refer to the following web pages for information on the cartoons for 5-day forecast:
http://www.weather.cov.hk/textonly/explain/cartoon_e.htm
Note: the numbering of cartoons for current weather is different from that for current weather.

Chinese version:
Yyvy MM DD HH MM
[Content: refer to the 5-day weather forecast bulletin]

XX - Caption
XX - Caption
XX - Caption
XX - Caption
XX — Caption

Please refer to the following web pages for information on the cartoons for 5-day forecast:
http://www.westher.gov.hk/textonly/explain/cartoon c.htm
Note: the numbering of cartoons for current weether is different from that for current westher.
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3.3 South China Coastal Waters -- (updated 6 times a day,
03:30H, 05:30H, 12:30H, 16:30H, 19:30H, 23:30H, but can be more frequent if Situation
changes)

Contains weather information for south China coastal waters:
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/forecast/sccw.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.qgov.hk/textonly/forecast/sccwce.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY
[Content: refer to the South China Coastal Waters bulletin]

Chinese version:
Yywyy MM DD HH MM
[Content: refer to the South China Coastal Waters bulletin]

4.1 Tropical Cyclone Warning Bulletin -- (updated hourly (HH)
when TC signal isin force)

Hyperlinks to HKO’ s web pages.
English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/currwx/tc.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/currwx/tcc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH:MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

Chinese version:
Yy MM DD HH MM

4.2 Tropical Cyclone Position -- (updated once every 3 hours
whenever atropical cyclone warning signal isin force)

English: http://www.weather. gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcp.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcpe.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

For ecast Positions



F(L L34

@) JJ Hona Kong OBSERVATORY

Date tine Posi ti on Cl assification
HH: MM HKT DD Mont h YYYY XX. X N XXX. X E d assification

Past Positions
Date ti ne Posi ti on Cl assification
HH: 00 HKT DD Mont h YYYY XX. X N XXX. X E d assification

Chinese version:
YYYY MM DD HH MW

YYYY VM DD HH XXX N XXX. X E dassification

YYYY VM DD HH XX.X N XXX. X E dassification

4.3 Tropical Cyclone Warning for Shipping (updated once every 3 hours around
01:00H., 04:00H, 07:00H, 10:00H, 13:00H, 16:00H, 19:00H, and 22:00H whenever a
tropical cycloneis located within 10-30°N, 105-125°E)

English ONLY : http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/tc/tcw_ship.htm

Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY
5.1 Information on Weather of Citiesin China --
(updated once aday, 21:50H )

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/iwcc.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/iwcce.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

Chinese version:
Yy MM DD HH MM
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5.2 Weather Forecast for Tourist Attractionsin Guangdong --

(updated once a day, 18:30H)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfgt.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfgtc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

Chinese version:
YYYyy MmMm DD HH MM

5.3 Weather Forecast for Major Citiesin Guangdong --
(updated twice aday, 07:15H, 18:15H)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfg.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wfgc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

Chinese version:
YYYY Mm DD HH MM

5.4 World Weather Forecast --
day, 06:00H., 10:00H., 18:00H, 22:00H)

English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wwf.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/textonly/other/wwfc.htm

English version:
Bulletin updated at HH: MM HKT DD/Month/YYYY

Chinese version:
YYYY MmMm DD HH MM

6.1 PressRelease -- (updated at any time)

Hyperlinksto HKO’ sweb site:
10

(updated four times a
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English: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/news/index.htm
Chinese: http://www.weather.gov.hk/wxinfo/news/indexc.htm

(Please note that the updated time listed above is the scheduled time of issuance, the time of updating at the web site
may be several minutes later than the issuance time)
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