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1.  Unless otherwise stated, all times given are 8 hours ahead of Co-ordinated Universal
Time (UTC).

2. Values of meteorological elements are those recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory,
unless otherwise specified.

3. Figures of damage and casualties caused by weather phenomena are compiled from press
reports and information provided by other government departments.

4.  This publication is prepared and disseminated in the interest of promoting the exchange of
information. The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (including its
servants and agents) makes no warranty, statement or representation, express or implied, with
respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of the information contained herein, and
in so far as permitted by law, shall not have any legal liability or responsibility (including
liability for negligence) for any loss, damage or injury (including death) which may result
whether directly or indirectly, from the supply or use of such information.

5.  Permission to reproduce any part of this publication should be obtained through the Director of
the Hong Kong Observatory.
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1. The Weather of April 2016

With a maritime airstream trying to exert control over the coastal areas of
Guangdong in a change of seasons, the weather of April 2016 was exceptionally humid and
gloomy. The monthly mean relative humidity was 89 percent, six percent higher than normal
and also the most humid for April since 1961. Under long spells of clouds, fog or mist, the
sunshine duration of 6.9 hours on 6 April already made it the sunniest day in the month. The
total duration of bright sunshine recorded in the month was only 55.4 hours, around 54
percent of normal and the sixth lowest for April on record. The month was also warmer and
rainier than usual. The monthly mean temperature was 23.6 degrees, 1.0 degrees above the
normal figure of 22.6 degrees. The monthly total rainfall was 211.4 millimetres, about 21
percent more than the normal figure of 174.7 millimetres. The accumulated rainfall of 651.8
millimetres in the first four months of the year was nearly double the normal figure of 336.1

millimetres for the same period.

Apart from a relatively sunny day on 6 April, the weather in Hong Kong was
warm, humid and foggy on the first nine days of the month, with the visibility in the harbour
and over the coastal waters occasionally falling to around 100 metres under the influence of a
humid maritime airstream. There were also some heavy showers and squally thunderstorms

on 4 April, particularly over Lantau Island and the northern part of the New Territories.

With a trough of low pressure edging southwards and crossing the south China
coastal areas, local weather became unsettled with outbreak of heavy rain and squally
thunderstorms from 10 till 15 April. Again, rain was heaviest over Lantau Island and the
northern part of the New Territories on 10 April. Easterly winds then freshened on 11 and 12
April and more widespread heavy rain occurred on the morning of 13 April as an area of
intense thunderstorms swept across the coast of Guangdong. More than 50 millimetres of
rainfall were generally recorded over Hong Kong that day and severe gusts reaching 113

kilometres per hour were reported at Lau Fau Shan.

As the trough weakened and the rain eased off, some sunny intervals appeared on
16 April. Meanwhile, the setting in of a maritime airstream also brought humid and foggy
weather to the territory. With another trough of low pressure crossing the coast of Guangdong
on 18 April, the weather turned unsettled again with rain and squally thunderstorms. This was
followed by a fresh to strong easterly airstream that brought cooler weather with rain patches
to Hong Kong on 19 - 20 April.

After some sunny intervals and fog patches on 21 April, an upper-air disturbance
brought thundery showers to Hong Kong on 22 April, with the heaviest rain falling over the

northern part of the New Territories. Affected by a trough of low pressure, local weather
2



deteriorated further with scattered heavy showers and squally thunderstorms in the next three
days. While the showery conditions persisted in the presence of a lingering trough, the
increasing influence of a warm maritime airstream caused temperatures at the Hong Kong
Observatory to climb to a maximum of 29.1 degrees on the afternoon of 27 April, the highest
of the month. The arrival of an easterly airstream brought slightly cooler weather and a

mixture of sunshine and showers towards the end of the month.

No tropical cyclone occurred over the South China Sea and the western North Pacific in
the month.

During the month, fourteen aircraft were diverted due to adverse weather. Details of the
issuance and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the month are summarized in
Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1 Warnings and Signals issued in April 2016

FIEEE
Rainstorm Warnings
shn FRAGEH H FRGEIRE R
. Beginning Time Ending Time
Colour H/B i H/H A
day/month hour day/month hour
= Amber 4/4 1635 4/4 1925
= Amber 10/4 0930 10/4 1140
= {1 Amber 13/4 0630 13/4 1200
= {1 Amber 22/4 0820 22/4 0945
Thunderstorm Warning
B 4G HF ] ERGERFE B 2GR FE] S|
Beginning Time Ending Time Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H 153 H/H I H/H I H/H I
day/month hour day/month hour day/month hour day/month hour
4/4 1615 4/4 2215 10/4 0815 10/4 1530
11/4 0650 11/4 1035 12/4 1150 12/4 1300
12/4 1415 12/4 1630 12/4 1745 12/4 2000
13/4 0600 13/4 1300 18/4 0620 18/4 1030
22/4 0740 22/4 1045 22/4 1300 22/4 1530
23/4 1330 23/4 1600 24/4 0820 24/4 1130
24/4 1255 24/4 1535 24/4 1615 24/4 2015
25/4 1400 25/4 1730 26/4 0125 26/4 0230
26/4 1920 26/4 2030 27/4 0045 27/4 0215
27/4 0335 27/4 0730 27/4 0900 27/4 1000
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Fig. 1.2

TENENA AN HBE EREAPFILTEE SN EES R
("E55: Debby Tam/NgH)
Foggy weather over Hong Kong as seen from the Peak on the night of

6 April 2016 (courtesy of Ms Debby Tam)



2. “ENEHSFHKRAE Daily Weather Maps for April 2016
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3.1.1 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 1), April 2016

Ao Y i PER
H Hi P SRR Air Temperature BB TSR Mean YRR &
Da/te Mean . i E' Mean Mean Amount Total
Pressure HXiE e (& Dew Point Relative Rainfall
Maximum Mean Minimum Temperature Humidity of Cloud
m A ET ‘ "c . B } } =5
April hPa mm
1 1014.5 25.3 21.9 19.9 19.5 86 83 -
2 1015.6 23.8 21.3 19.8 19.6 90 81 Tr
3 1014.6 26.5 23.0 21.0 20.7 87 88 -
4 1012.5 28.1 23.6 20.7 21.4 88 84 4.3
5 1013.3 24.4 22.3 20.7 20.8 91 78 Tr
6 1013.3 26.5 23.1 21.5 21.6 91 83 -
7 1013.2 26.9 23.9 22.4 22.3 91 84 -
8 1013.3 27.9 253 23.2 22.9 87 84 Tr
9 1011.6 27.5 25.7 24.4 23.2 86 88 Tr
10 1009.2 26.3 23.3 21.3 21.9 92 93 22.1
11 1010.1 22.8 21.5 20.1 19.9 91 89 0.4
12 1009.1 21.3 20.3 19.9 19.3 94 88 11.4
13 1005.5 25.1 21.8 20.9 21.6 98 93 76.4
14 1008.5 25.2 23.1 21.6 22.8 98 88 0.7
15 1011.4 23.5 21.1 20.6 20.6 97 88 34
16 1010.5 28.1 24.7 20.6 22.7 89 81 Tr
17 1010.9 27.5 25.9 24.1 24.2 90 86 Tr
18 1014.4 26.7 23.1 20.1 20.8 87 81 23.7
19 1017.4 21.8 20.5 20.1 18.1 86 88 Tr
20 1014.6 22.9 21.6 20.2 19.5 88 89 Tr
21 1012.5 28.4 24.6 22.0 22.3 87 80 Tr
22 1010.7 26.1 23.7 21.0 22.0 90 81 8.3
23 1008.2 27.7 24.9 22.6 22.8 88 81 2.8
24 1008.7 26.1 24.4 23.2 23.2 93 84 41.4
25 1009.8 28.4 26.0 23.9 24.3 90 83 12.4
26 1009.5 28.5 27.2 26.0 24.5 86 87 Tr
27 1008.2 29.1 26.8 25.4 24.0 85 83 0.9
28 1010.4 28.2 26.0 24.7 23.0 84 78 1.7
29 1013.9 26.3 24.1 22.9 19.6 76 68 Tr
30 1012.2 23.4 22.5 20.8 18.7 80 89 1.5
PH/RE 1011.6 26.0 23.6 21.9 21.6 89 84 211.4
Mean/Total
IEF* 1012.9 25.0 22.6 20.8 19.4 83 81 174.7
Normal*
bl RXAE
Station Hong Kong Observatory

RXEBRUA+T=H 4 & 23 D#eAHRERE 1003.8 HiHLF -

The minimum pressure recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 1003.8 hectopascals at 0423 HKT on 13 April.
KXEREAZ+H 14 B 2 8B AARESRME 29.1°C-

The maximum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 29.1 ° C at 1402 HKT on 27 April.
RXERMUATH 6 B 57 57854 B (&0 19.8 ° C-

The minimum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 19.8 ° C at 0657 HKT on 2 April.
HEMPRUA+T=H 7 & 24 D#EAH &S 10 ERERTR 126 20K /NG -

The maximum 1-minute mean rainfall rate recorded at King's Park was 126 millimetres per hour at 0724 HKT on 13 April.

* 1981-2010 GUESEHE (BERRIFIEESN)  (http.://www. hko. gov. hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/cnormalO4.htm)
* 1981-2010 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http.//www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/enormal04.htm)

Tr - i (BRI 0.05 2K)
Tr - Trace of rainfall (amount less than 0.05 mm)
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3.1.2 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 2), April 2016

H 1 HIFRECRE R AT S HHE H K548 e BEATIE A PR R
D t Number of hours of Total Bright Daily Global Total Prevailing Mean
ate Reduced Visibility# Sunshine Solar Radiation Evaporation Wind Direction Wind Speed
A N /N JREH K =k i3 INEL/NE
April hours hours MJ/m?> mm degrees km/h
1 3 3.6 13.21 2.9 050 8.3
2 0 1.5 9.82 1.6 040 14.5
3 0 2.3 13.05 2.1 050 9.2
4 0 22 11.74 2.1 120 8.0
5 0 1.0 10.65 2.3 040 14.8
6 0 6.9 18.81 3.4 070 20.0
7 1 1.8 12.34 2.1 040 10.0
8 1 2.5 12.66 29 040 9.1
9 0 1.2 8.31 39 200 17.3
10 0 - 2.73 1.4 190 20.5
11 0 - 4.26 1.5 070 31.8
12 0 - 2.69 N.A. 070 29.8
13 0 - 0.97 1.3 040 14.5
14 0 - 1.50 N.A. 030 11.2
15 2 - 1.86 1.4 030 20.0
16 0 3.5 12.61 2.1 210 153
17 0 1.1 9.14 4.2 190 16.0
18 1 1.2 8.85 2.8 080 19.6
19 0 - 4.36 1.7 070 353
20 1 0.2 9.26 1.4 040 20.8
21 0 4.8 17.75 3.0 030 7.3
22 0 1.0 7.96 1.7 300 11.1
23 0 0.3 7.59 1.2 240 13.0
24 0 1.4 6.85 32 190 8.5
25 0 3.1 12.33 1.2 180 12.9
26 0 1.3 9.17 2.6 200 24.1
27 6 3.6 13.29 4.1 230 20.2
28 0 4.6 12.34 3.4 050 12.5
29 0 6.0 18.27 4.2 090 30.5
30 1 0.3 7.39 1.8 060 27.0
T4 /4
PR 16 55.4 9.39 67.5& 040 17.1
Mean/Total
FE*
Normal* 90.6 § 101.7 11.60 83.8 070 209
\ B - o
e EHIPRR dh B
Stati Hong Kong King's Park Waglan Island”
ation International Airport & aglan 'sta

HOWERUA+TH 10 B 59 r#kGAHimEE 76 AH /NS > & 290 JF -
The maximum gust peak speed recorded at Waglan Island was 76 kilometres per hour from 290 degrees at 1059 HKT on 10 April.

# KRR RS R AR 8 A8 NEEHIAE - HHEREAK -
- TE2004% K LLAT » EAEBIFEIRISAVAE R RSB A7 B R BN S 5/ NS ATBUHIRUE - 7220056 K LU% - SEHBUR BRI RS
FAREE T A AE R ERAE B/ N AT 10 S A E9 U - 18 L F AR SsBUHIZR IO AE e R A Y B E B 2 — 2 -
- FE20074-10 5 10 H Al i HI R L3 559 & A B ARS5 200 547 K DL VAR RFEIF ST ieh b RS S5 R S BN 2/ N (M
ARIFRIT 2007410 5 10 H AR ARSS R RS o i 2 5 RS R AT 5/ NIF AT L0 S P BUEE T -
# Reduced visibility refers to visibility below 8 kilometres when there is no fog, mist, or precipitation.

- The visibility readings at the Hong Kong International Airport are based on hourly observations by professional meteorological observers in 2004 and
before, and average readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour of the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway from 2005 onwards.
The change of the data source in 2005 is an improvement of the visibility assessment using instrumented observations following the international trend.

- Before 10 October 2007, the number of hours of reduced visibility at the Hong Kong International Airport in 2005 and thereafter displayed in this
summary was based on hourly visibility observations by professional meteorological observers. Since 10 October 2007, the data have been revised using
the average visibility readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour, as recorded by the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway.

N QAR B R AR AR RS - RIDI RN MR AT SR S AR R 7T - DAS TR TR s R Ja -

In case the data are not available from Waglan Island, observations of Cheung Chau or other nearby weather stations will be incorporated in computing
the Prevailing Wind Direction and Mean Wind Speed.

1981-2010 RUE A (BRIFRIBIERSN)  (http://www. hko. gov. hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/cnormalO4.htm)

1981-2010 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/enormal04.htm)

§ 1997-2015 F3{E
§ 1997-2015 Mean value
& BB

& Data incomplete

>

* %
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3.2 Daily Values of Selected Meteorological Elements for Hong Kong, April 2016
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5y 3.3 Daily Mean Temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory for April 2016
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H Day
_ _E95E st %758 ok 5K % 8 F34 EXE;MH _ _FSESAHE e BTFHAR
95th percentile 75th percentile Running 5-day average 25th percentile 5th percentile Daily mean temperature
et Remarks:

MR A 95 H ML

BRI P75 IR 95 A AE
IEH: JrPH 25 M58 75 A

R IER: NP5 5 M5 25 HHRgz ]
TRAR: A5 5 EAAEL
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Extremely high: above 95th percentile

Above normal: between 75th and 95th percentile

Normal: between 25th and 75th percentile

Below normal: between 5th and 25th percentile
Extremely low: below 5th percentile

Percentile and 5-day running average values are computed
based on the data from 1981 to 2010
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