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1. The Weather of January 2026

With dry northeast monsoon affecting Hong Kong for most of the time in the month, January
2026 was much drier and sunnier than usual. 3.2 millimetres of rainfall were recorded in the month,
only about 10 percent of the normal of 33.2 millimetres in the month. The monthly mean relative
humidity of 63 percent was 11 percent below the normal of 74 percent and the ninth lowest on record
for January. The monthly total sunshine duration amounted to 216.1 hours, about 48 percent above
the normal of 145.8 hours. The month was also warmer than usual with the mean temperature of 17.5
degrees, 1.0 degree above the normal of 16.5 degrees. The monthly mean maximum temperature of
20.3 degrees was 1.6 degrees above the normal of 18.7 degrees and one of the eighth highest on

record.

Under the influence of the dry northeast monsoon, the weather in Hong Kong was fine on the
first five days of the month, with cold mornings on 2 — 3 January. With the arrival of an intense
replenishment of the winter monsoon on the night of 5 January, local winds strengthened from the
north overnight. The local weather remained fine with cold mornings over most parts of the territory
on 6 — 10 January. The temperatures at the Observatory fell to a minimum of 10.9 degrees on the
morning of 7 January, the lowest of the month. It was also very dry during the day on 7 — 11 January.
The relative humidity recorded at the Observatory once fell to 17 percent on the afternoon of 8
January, the lowest on record in January since the establishment of the automatic weather station at
the Observatory's Headquarters in 1984. Under clear skies and relatively weak winds, radiation
cooling was significant over inland areas. There were frost reports over parts of the northeastern New

Territories on the mornings of 8 — 10 January.

With the setting in of a fresh to strong easterly airstream on 12 January, the local weather was
mainly cloudy in the morning but turned fine in the afternoon. With the moderation of the easterly
airstream the next day, winds became weak and there was haze locally. Under the influence of the
dry northeast monsoon, apart from one or two showers on the morning of 15 January and some haze
that night, the local weather remained fine on 14 — 19 January. It was also very dry during the day on
16 — 17 January. With plenty of sunshine, the temperatures at the Observatory rose to a maximum of

24.8 degrees on the afternoon of 17 January, the highest of the month.

Under the influence of a replenishment of the northeast monsoon and with a broad band of
clouds covering the coast of Guangdong, the local weather turned mainly cloudy and dry on 20 — 23
January with cold mornings over most parts of the territory on 21 — 23 January. With the thinning out

of the band of clouds, it was dry with sunny periods during the day on 24 — 26 January. With the
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moderation of the northeast monsoon, winds subsided later on 26 January. There was some haze
during the day the next day, with the visibility in the harbour once falling below 5000 metres. The
temperatures at the Observatory rose to the month’s highest of 24.8 degrees again on 27 January.
Under the influence of weak replenishments of the monsoon, it was slightly cooler on the mornings
of 28 — 29 January. Under the influence of an easterly airstream and with a broad band of clouds
covering the coast of Guangdong, the local weather was cloudy with one or two rain patches on 29 —
30 January. A replenishment of the northeast monsoon affected southern China on the last day of the

month, the local weather became cooler gradually with a few rain patches and relatively low visibility.

One tropical cyclone occurred over the South China Sea and the western North Pacific in
January 2026.

During the month, no aircrafts was diverted due to adverse weather. Details of the issuance and

cancellation of various warnings/signals in the month are summarized in Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1 Warnings and Signals issued in January 2026

HLRRES
Cold Weather Warning
FRARHF CREERE R
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H iR H/H &
day/month hour day/month hour
1/1 1620 31 1100
5/1 1620 9/1 1100
10/1 0350 10/1 1030
20/1 1620 23/1 1145
FARES
Frost Warning
FAAGHF ] SR
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H iR H/H H
day/month hour day/month hour
7/1 1630 8/1 0745
8/1 1630 9/1 0815
9/1 1630 10/1 0745
SERFUZR (R (S 55k
Strong Monsoon Signal
BRG] FRGERF ]
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/A ¥ H/A 7
day/month hour day/month hour
5/1 2010 6/1 1215
6/1 2145 7/1 1115
20/1 0200 20/1 1145
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Fire Danger Warnings

B E;:Ejizé[jﬂ?rlﬂaj é%é%ﬂ?fﬁaﬁ
Colour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H 1S HIH B
day/month hour day/month hour
= Yellow 1/1 0600 2/1 0600
41f Red 2/1 0600 3/1 2330
= Yellow 4/1 0600 41 2300
41 Red 5/1 0600 11/1 2330
41 Red 13/1 0600 13/1 2330
412 Red 14/1 0945 14/1 2300
41.f1 Red 16/1 1100 16/1 2330
41f Red 17/1 0600 18/1 2300
= Yellow 24/1 0745 24/1 1900
Z Yellow 25/1 0600 25/1 2100
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Figure 1.1 Rainfall Map for January 2026

HONG KONG OBSERVATORY

I

BEEENeRER

Survey and M:

Department

lapping Office, Lands

&

Cartography by



1.2 2026 F 1 H 8 HE- L5 A 457 ("R © Kwok Yee Shan)
Figure 1.2 Frost in Fanling on the morning of 8 January 2026 (Courtesy of Kwok Yee Shan)

1.3 2026 4 1 H 9 HE iy A RIEYEETE (R - &0 01 / 2o )
Figure 1.3 Crops covered with frost in Fanling on the morning of 9 January 2026 (Courtesy of HKO1 /
Photo by Lee Ka Kit)
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2.1. Overview of Tropical Cyclone in January 2026
One tropical cyclone occurred over the western North Pacific in January 2026.

Nokaen (2601) formed as a tropical depression over the western North Pacific about 650
km west-southwest of Yap on the morning of 14 January. It then moved generally
northwestwards towards the eastern part of the Philippines and intensified gradually in the
following two days. Nokaen intensified into a severe tropical storm over the coastal waters
east of the Philippines on the morning of 17 January, attaining its peak intensity with an
estimated maximum sustained wind of 90 km/h near its centre. It weakened into a tropical
storm that night, and gradually turned to track generally eastwards in the following three days.
Nokaen gradually turned to move generally southwards on 21 January, and finally
degenerated into an area of low pressure over the seas west of Yap the following afternoon.

According to press reports, Nokaen brought torrential rain and squalls to the eastern part
of the Philippines, with an accumulated rainfall of 413.9 millimetres recorded in some areas
on 14 — 19 January. Nokaen caused at least two deaths and two injuries in the Philippines.
Over 990 000 people were affected, and more than 130 houses were damaged.
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H#i/Date: 07.01.2026 &HERE/HK Time: 08:00 &H&XX & Hong Kong Observatory
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4.1.1 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 1), January 2026

f=

T4

SRR i 5 ; FEWLE R TR A ISR
5 1 SRR Air Temperature BRRE FHEDRE Mean HERE
Date Mean s , = Mean' Megn Amount Tptal
Pressure HY 1= 15 gEglis Dew Point Relative Rainfall
Maximum Mean Minimum Temperature Humidity of Cloud
— A Sl e e e o " B o
January hPa mm
1 1017.9 21.7 18.8 16.5 12.9 69 43 -
2 1023.5 17.7 15.0 12.8 5.8 55 24 -
3 1024.7 16.5 14.3 11.4 6.5 60 18 -
4 1022.2 20.3 17.0 14.1 10.5 65 32 -
5 1020.9 22.1 18.3 15.1 10.8 63 6 -
6 1024.3 16.8 14.0 11.8 35 50 18 -
7 1025.3 16.4 13.4 10.9 -0.2 39 2 -
8 1024.9 18.1 14.9 11.8 -1.7 33 1 -
9 1022.8 18.9 15.7 13.0 2.3 42 12 -
10 1020.8 20.6 17.1 14.2 7.3 54 14 -
11 1023.1 20.7 175 14.7 3.4 41 2 -
12 1021.4 20.6 175 15.7 111 67 41 -
13 1018.7 22.5 18.9 15.9 10.8 61 6 -
14 1018.3 21.2 18.8 17.0 10.6 59 9 -
15 1016.5 23.1 19.2 16.2 13.7 72 22 1.0
16 1014.3 24.0 19.9 16.9 12.0 62 6 -
17 1013.0 24.8 20.7 17.6 10.6 54 7 -
18 1013.3 22.4 20.2 18.9 111 57 9 -
19 1014.8 21.9 19.6 18.1 15.2 76 20 -
20 1018.1 20.1 18.6 17.6 13.3 71 75 -
21 1021.8 18.1 15.7 14.9 8.7 63 90 -
22 1024.3 16.3 14.2 12.9 7.1 63 88 -
23 1024.6 175 145 12.3 7.8 64 87 -
24 1022.5 19.6 16.8 14.7 11.2 69 44 -
25 1020.9 20.1 18.2 16.6 13.4 74 63 -
26 1020.2 22.6 19.7 17.8 15.7 78 80 -
27 1019.6 24.8 21.1 18.9 16.7 76 72 Tr
28 1021.2 21.3 18.8 17.9 14.6 7 71 Tr
29 1020.8 19.9 18.2 16.8 12.6 70 78 -
30 1020.1 20.4 19.2 17.6 14.7 75 92 Tr
31 1020.8 19.6 18.2 16.0 155 85 97 2.2
PR 1020.5 20.3 175 15.4 9.9 63 40 3.2
Mean/Total
IE%> 1020.1 18.7 16.5 14.6 11.7 74 62 33.2
Normal*
BUHIS KX E
Station Hong Kong Observatory

RXER—HTEH 16 B 1 8GR RERE 1011.1 Jilrf -
The minimum pressure recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 1011.1 hectopascals at 1601 HKT on 17 January.

RXER—HTEH 12 B 59 2k—HZ+tH 14 B 52 758G H SR 24.8C -

The maximum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 24.8°C at 1259 HKT on 17 January and at 1452 HKT on 27 January.

RIXEGHR—HEH 4 1§ 51 2#GAHRERNM 10.9C -

The minimum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 10.9°C at 0451 HKT on 7 January.

HAAR—HTIH 2 B 23 D8R H e LR R 38 20K/ -
The maximum 1-minute mean rainfall rate recorded at King's Park was 38 millimetres per hour at 0223 HKT on 15 January.

*1991-2020 RfEFEIE (BRReRIFITISN

* 1991-2020 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/en/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)

Tr - fit (FEFT /DI 0.05 T )

Tr - Trace of rainfall (amount less than 0.05 mm)

(http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)
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4.1.2 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 2), January 2026

A 1 B AE R RS S “EH 7 SIEPNZE Ll EES BT ] TR
Da/te Number of_h_oqr_s of Total Brlght Daily Glf)bgl Total ' 'Preva.llmg' . Mean
Reduced Visibility# Sunshine Solar Radiation Evaporation Wind Direction Wind Speed
— A NS N JREE K =k i:3 INERLNG
January hours hours MJ/m? mm degrees km/h
1 0 4.7 12.31 34 070 29.3
2 0 8.7 16.78 35 360 345
3 0 9.6 17.62 29 070 29.4
4 0 8.9 16.70 2.2 040 20.6
5 0 9.6 16.56 41 010 15.7
6 0 9.1 16.52 43 360 38.7
7 0 9.7 17.85 4.2 360 31.2
8 0 9.8 18.61 4.0 360 25.6
9 0 9.7 18.07 2.3 360 134
10 0 9.7 17.38 3.5 020 9.4
11 0 9.8 18.38 3.1 080 24.0
12 0 4.8 11.11 15 060 18.4
13 7 9.7 16.37 25 010 4.0
14 0 9.9 17.87 2.1 070 23.7
15 0 9.7 16.83 2.1 020 6.2
16 0 9.8 17.14 25 010 7.1
17 0 9.9 17.32 3.9 030 15.6
18 0 9.9 17.57 2.6 060 24.2
19 0 9.6 17.22 2.9 070 22.8
20 0 3.6 11.74 35 070 34.7
21 0 0.6 6.06 2.9 010 25.8
22 0 0.5 8.62 24 020 23.6
23 0 1.6 10.34 1.6 020 18.2
24 0 9.7 17.74 2.7 080 13.7
25 0 7.5 17.90 2.8 070 29.5
26 0 7.9 15.45 2.3 050 18.5
27 11 55 13.27 2.7 060 9.8
28 0 3.6 9.95 2.2 060 253
29 0 3.0 10.24 24 070 33.8
30 0 - 4.80 0.6 060 28.3
31 0 - 3.92 0.8 360 24.3
SEHIHEE
Mean/Total 18 216.1 14.46 84.5 070 21.9
IER 192.3 § 145.8 10.55 69.1 060 25.1
Normal*
B [l oA "
Station _g ong King's Park Waglan Island®
International Airport

BRER—HANH 21 B 26 286 FmfE 69 A8 //NF - EE 350 & -

The maximum gust peak speed recorded at Waglan Island was 69 kilometres per hour from 350 degrees at 2126 HKT on 6 January.

# RFE RS AR 8 N8 > AMEEHIRTE ~ EEEEEK -

- TE20044F K DAAT - & AR EIFEAISATAE SRS B B2 R BN 250 N AT - 7220054 K DA% » SEEURER A&
P T AV AE S EERAE B/ N T 1073 $EAY P9 BE - 48 B R P AR BUAIR U AE W FE ST Y R PR B4 2 — 20y -

- FE20074E10 5 10 H Fir 8 L ER A L A7 55 79 7 A B P35 200 547 B LA AR AR R E IR BSCE0RE TR i B R SN B B NS A DRIV
ARIERITR 20074210 5 10 HAESUR AESS REBEIE T i 2 A8 R AT 9/ NIF AT 1 07 S8 A T E I BB T &L -

# Reduced visibility refers to visibility below 8 kilometres when there is no fog, mist, or precipitation.

- The visibility readings at the Hong Kong International Airport are based on hourly observations by professional meteorological observers in 2004 and
before, and average readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour of the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway from 2005 onwards.
The change of the data source in 2005 is an improvement of the visibility assessment using instrumented observations following the international trend.

- Before 10 October 2007, the number of hours of reduced visibility at the Hong Kong International Airport in 2005 and thereafter displayed in this
summary was based on hourly visibility observations by professional meteorological observers. Since 10 October 2007, the data have been revised using
the average visibility readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour, as recorded by the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway.

WS AR AL S - AL RN SR AR BB (R e AT AT R AP U -

In case the data are not available from Waglan Island, observations of Cheung Chau or other nearby weather stations will be incorporated in computing

the Prevailing Wind Direction and Mean Wind Speed.

1991-2020 KfEFEHE (BREHIZIEASN)  (http://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/cis/normal/1991 2020/normals.htm)

1991-2020 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/en/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)

1997-2025 FHE
1997-2025 Mean value

>

>

*

*

w v
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304.2 Daily Values of Selected Meteorological Elements for Hong Kong, January 2026
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4.3 Daily Mean Temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory for January 2026
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