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History of the Hong Kong Tropical Cyclone Warning Signals
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Starting from 1884, a non-local storm signal system was
employed to give information to the mariners in the harbour on
lhe exislence and approximale lucalion of a opical cyclone.
For the local public, a typhoon gun was used to warn imminent
gale force winds brought about by tropical cyclones.

The typhoon gun was replaced by explosive bombs in 1907.

The first set of numbered tropical cyclone signals for the local
warning system of Hong Kong was introduced in 1917. The
system was subsequently amended several times, becoming
the current tropical cyclone warning system.
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The Hong Kong Observatory hoisting the China
Seas Storm Signal Code (Non-Local Signal) on
Signal Hill in the 1920s to provide tropical
cyclone information to ships in the harbour.
(Photo courtesy of Mr. Shun Chi-ming).
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The Observatory’'s pamphlet published in 1973 on the new
/ml tropical cyclone warning signals in Hong Kong. This

sysi

tem has been in use since then.
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A panoramic view of Tsim Sha Tsui waterfront in the late-1920s to
1930s showing three different locations where the tropical cyclone
warning signals were hoisted: Hong Kong Observatory (Local Signal).
Kawloon Wharf (Non-Local Signal) and Signal Hill (Non-Local Signal
and Time Ball). (Photo courtesy of Mr. Shun Chi-ming).
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T #1935 #FH#EME1L{EF Obsolete since 1935

T 1935 1955 FHBELLRER - #1956 FERIZARARMIGE -
Obsolete during 1935-1955. Adopted as strong wind
signal from 1956 onwards.

#* TEFRE®E Not applicable to Hong Kong
# TEER1935 FEXH L Changedtolin 1935

~ FFEERR1935 £EEHH § Changed to§in 1935
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Strong wind with squalls from S\X/
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Typhoon dangerous, but danger to
locality not imminent
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Evolution of the numbered typhoon signal system in Hong Kong over the past 100 years
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Starting from 1987, the Observatory would issue the Pre-No.8 Special
Announcement to give an advance notice to the public when the No.8

signal was expected within two hours.

Increasing gale or storm
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Local Storm Signal
Code in 1950 with the
introduction of the
Strong Wind Sianal

=l (Black Balle).

A+FEREBRATFRANTERARRENFRAGE -
Local Storm Signal and Strong Monsoon Signal around the late 1950s and 1960s.
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A “Local Strong Wind Signal” in the form of black ball, was once introduced in Hong Kong on 1 January
1850. The purpose of this signal was to warn small crafts of the onset of strong winds due to monsoon or
less intense tropical cyclones.

With effect from 15 April 1856, the Strong Monsoon Signal (Black Ball) and the Tropical Cyclone Strong
Wind Signal No. 3 (L Symbol) were introduced to replace the "Local Strong Wind Signal”, and to delineate
the use of warning signals for monscon systems and tropical cyclones.
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KA BEMNE—SHSERESNRE(AZ)TES Hoistng of the Hurricane Signal Mo. 10 at the
BEE (RERERAER) - Observatory’s Headquarters.

Hoisting of the Standby Signal Mo, 1 at the

Observatory’s Headquarters in the 1830s, under the

supervision of Mr. GSP Heywood (2™ right) who

became the first Director after the Second VWorld War.

(Photo courtesy of family of Mr. GSP Heywood).




