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1. The Weather of April 2023

April 2023 was warmer than usual with a mean temperature of 23.6 degrees, 0.6 degrees above
the normal of 23.0 degrees. The month was also drier than usual with a total rainfall of 77.5
millimetres, about half of the normal of 153.0 millimetres. The accumulated rainfall recorded in the
first four months of the year was 167.6 millimetres, about 44 percent below the normal figure of
300.4 millimetres for the same period.

With the prevalence of a fresh to strong easterly airstream, the weather of Hong Kong was
mainly cloudy with a few showers and rather low visibility in some areas on the first three days of
the month. Affected by upper air disturbances, there were also a few isolated thunderstorms on 2
April. The easterly airstream affecting the coast of Guangdong was replaced by a warm and humid
southerly airstream on 4 April. Locally, the weather remained mainly cloudy with a few showers
and rather low visibility in some areas on 4 — 6 April.

Meanwhile, a cold front moved across the coast of Guangdong on the night of 6 April and
brought some rain to the territory. The weather of Hong Kong became cooler with sunny intervals
during the day on 7 April. Under the influence of the northeast monsoon, it was mainly cloudy with
bright periods during the day on the next three days. There were also a few rain patches on the
morning of 9 April. Under the rain, temperatures at the Observatory dropped to a minimum of 18.0
degrees on that morning, the lowest of the month. With the moderation of the northeast monsoon
and under light wind conditions, apart from some coastal mist in the morning, the weather was
generally fine and hot during the day on 11 — 12 April.

While the easterlies picked up slightly, the weather of Hong Kong remained generally fine on
13 April. With the easterly flow abating and under the influence of a cloud band, the weather
became cloudier with a few light rain patches and relatively low visibility in some areas at first on
14 April. Affected by a weak continental airstream, local weather turned sunnier and hot during the
day on 15 — 17 April. There was also some haze on 15 April. With plenty of sunshine, temperatures
at the Observatory rose to a maximum of 30.8 degrees on the afternoon of 16 April, the highest of
the month.

Under the influence of a southerly airstream, apart from a few showers and mist patches, it was
hot with sunny intervals during the day on 18 April. Affected by a trough of low pressure, the
weather of Hong Kong became unsettled with occasional showers and squally thunderstorms on
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19 — 21 April. A band of intense squally thunderstorm associated with the trough of low pressure
brought violent gusts to many places on the morning of 19 April. Gusts of around 100 kilometres
per hour were once recorded at Star Ferry. A row of hoardings in Sha Tin collapsed on that morning
with six persons injured. Moreover, hails were reported at Yuen Long and Fanling during the
passage of the intense thunderstorms in the small hours of 21 April. On these three days, more than
30 millimetres of rainfall were recorded generally over Hong Kong and rainfall even exceeded 70
millimetres over the southern part of the territory.

Under the influence of a fresh to strong easterly airstream and the subsequent trough of low
pressure over Guangdong, it was mainly cloudy with a few showers and the visibility was rather
low in some areas on 22 — 24 April. With the arrival of the northeast monsoon, the weather became
slightly cooler with a few rain and mist patches on 25 April. While it remained cooler in the
morning, the weather turned brighter and dry during the day on 26 April. Affected by the northeast
monsoon, apart from a few rain patches, it was mainly cloudy with sunny intervals during the day
the next day. With the moderation of the northeast monsoon, while it was mainly cloudy with a few
rain patches at first, the weather became fine during the day on 28 April. Under the influence of a
trough of low pressure over inland Guangdong, local weather turned cloudier with a few showers
on 29 April. The trough of low pressure then developed into a cold front and moved across the
coastal areas on that night. Affected by the associated northeast monsoon, it was dry with sunny
periods during the day on the last day of the month.

Two tropical cyclones occurred over the South China Sea and the western North Pacific in
April 2023.

During the month, eight aircrafts were diverted due to adverse weather. Details of the issuance
and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the month are summarized in Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1 Warnings and Signals issued in Apri 2023

SEFN R (e (5 57
Strong Monsoon Signal
B 4G ] KRG ]
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/A i3 H/H 53
day/month hour day/month hour
3/4 1945 4/4 0945
21/4 2230 23/4 0945
Thunderstorm Warning
FAAEHF FR G ]
Beginning Time Ending Time
H/A 153 HIH 153
day/month hour day/month hour
2/4 0700 2/4 0925
19/4 0945 19/4 1430
19/4 1635 19/4 1845
19/4 1912 20/4 0830
20/4 1622 20/4 1800
20/4 1915 21/4 1200
21/4 1320 21/4 2245
22/4 2117 22/4 2300
24/4 1515 24/4 1830
FIHESER
Rainstorm Warnings
s FA4AH FR G R
E:(‘)Iour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H i3 H/A 53
day/month hour day/month hour
B8 Amber 19/4 1015 19/4 1215
B8 Amber 21/4 0200 21/4 0630
B8 Amber 24/4 1615 24/4 1715
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Fire Danger Warnings

it BRI i
Colour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/A e HIH 1S
day/month hour day/month hour
= Yellow 714 0600 714 1900
= Yellow 8/4 0600 8/4 1800
= Yellow 16/4 0600 16/4 2000
= Yellow 30/4 0600 30/4 2000
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Figure 1.2 A row of hoardings in Sha Tin collapsed due to violent gusts on the morning of
19 April 2023, resulting in six injuries. (Courtesy of Radio Television Hong Kong)
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Figure 1.3 Hail was reported near Yuen Long on 21 April 2023 (Courtesy of Toby Wong) (Left)
Image of radar echoes at 3 a.m. on 21 April 2023. (Right)
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2.1 Overview of Tropical Cyclone in April 2023
Two tropical cyclones occurred over the western North Pacific in April 2023.

A tropical depression formed over the western North Pacific about 650 km east of
Manila on the morning of 11 April, with an estimated maximum sustained wind of 45 km/h
near its centre. It generally tracked westwards and weakened into an area of low pressure
over the central part of the Philippines next day.

Sanvu formed as a tropical depression over the western North Pacific about 1 660 km
east-southeast of Guam in the small hours on 20 April. It moved generally northwestwards
and intensified gradually. Sanvu intensified into a tropical storm in that afternoon, reaching
its peak intensity next morning with an estimated maximum sustained wind of 75 km/h near
its centre. Sanvu turned to move westwards and weakened afterwards. It finally dissipated
over the western North Pacific on 22 April.
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4.1.1 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 1), April 2023

| T4 i —
H VAR EE Air Temperature et dinlic THENRE Me; YAl
D t Mean N Mean Mean Amount Total
ate Pressure ] 7 =4 Dew Point Relative Rainfall
Maximum Mean Minimum Temperature Humidity of Cloud
M H LS 0 N
0 o 0 o % o
April hPa C C C C ° ° mm
1 1012.7 22.4 20.3 19.3 18.5 89 93 0.7
2 1012.2 21.6 21.1 20.5 19.6 92 96 0.7
3 1011.8 21.5 20.9 20.3 19.2 90 98 2.1
4 1009.3 259 23.7 20.6 21.9 90 91 4.0
5 1009.5 26.3 253 243 233 89 88 0.4
6 1011.0 28.4 25.4 20.2 23.0 87 87 5.9
7 1015.2 259 21.8 19.4 16.8 74 88 4.4
8 1020.1 21.8 20.6 20.2 15.6 73 88 Tr
9 1018.4 21.7 19.8 18.0 14.6 72 80 2.6
10 1014.9 23.3 214 19.9 17.7 80 88 -
11 1012.9 28.1 242 21.9 20.6 81 66 -
12 1012.3 29.2 25.0 22.0 20.3 76 40 -
13 1012.8 26.3 23.4 21.6 19.2 78 82 -
14 1010.8 28.9 24.7 22.5 21.0 80 81 -
15 1009.3 30.6 26.9 234 20.6 70 64 -
16 1009.5 30.8 26.7 24.1 204 69 18 -
17 1011.5 29.2 26.1 24.0 222 80 74 Tr
18 1010.1 29.9 26.7 24.6 23.1 81 78 Tr
19 1005.1 27.7 259 21.6 223 81 87 26.5
20 1004.1 25.1 24.0 232 229 94 97 18.2
21 1007.3 25.3 24.1 233 224 90 93 4.3
22 1010.5 23.9 23.1 22.5 21.1 89 88 0.7
23 1013.3 23.7 23.0 224 21.3 91 93 0.4
24 1014.2 243 23.5 22.9 21.6 89 90 1.0
25 1013.9 23.7 224 204 20.9 91 91 4.4
26 1014.6 24.8 21.6 19.4 16.4 73 83 -
27 1015.2 24.7 22.7 21.5 19.0 80 87 0.3
28 1013.8 27.6 24.1 21.8 21.1 84 71 0.9
29 1011.6 28.1 254 23.7 22.1 82 87 Tr
30 1012.1 27.8 24.6 22.7 19.5 73 84 -
/A E
1012.0 26.0 23.6 21.7 20.3 82 82 71.5
Mean/Total
Ak
IEH 1013.0 25.6 23.0 21.1 19.7 83 77 153.0
Normal*
B RNE
Station Hong Kong Observatory

REEBHREAZA+H 16 B 39 38R H &(KAE 1002.0 HIELTF -

The minimum pressure recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 1002.0 hectopascals at 1639 HKT on 20 April.
KILERWH+H 12 8B 15 8-SR RERMR 30.8 °C-

The maximum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 30.8 ° C at 1215 HKT on 16 April.
RXERWUHILA 11 B 3 38548 B RERM 18.0 ° C-

The minimum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 18.0 ° C at 1103 HKT on 9 April.
SEMREAIE 11 8 4 S8SA R &S 108 ERERE 101 2R/ /N -

The maximum 1-minute mean rainfall rate recorded at King's Park was 101 millimetres per hour at 1104 HKT on 19 April.
*1991-2020 SUE9ME (B RIFIBESN)  (https://www. hko.gov. hk/tc/cis/normal/1991 2020/normals. htm)
* 1991-2020 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/cis/normal/1991 2020/normals.htm)
Tr - 5 (FFERIE/DT 0.05 2K )

Tr - Trace of rainfall (amount less than 0.05 mm)
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4.1.2 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 2), April 2023

H i I ER B AR RS A S HEHR [=PNHEL R IR R BEAT IR P LR
Da/t;s Number of hours of Total Bright Daily Global Total Prevailing Mean
Reduced Visibility# Sunshine Solar Radiation Evaporation Wind Direction Wind Speed
m A NS N BRI =k i3 AN
April hours hours MJ/m> mm degrees km/h
1 0 0.4 8.01 0.9 070 252
2 0 - 3.24 0.5 080 30.9
3 0 - 2.59 0.0 080 33.0
4 0 0.2 4.81 0.2 140 27.3
5 0 - 4.29 0.3 170 27.1
6 0 2.0 10.45 2.9 180 222
7 0 2.6 14.63 4.1 360 26.2
8 0 - 4.92 1.5 080 34.2
9 0 1.7 8.24 2.0 080 26.7
10 0 1.9 12.23 2.1 070 23.0
11 0 8.1 18.85 32 060 14.2
12 0 9.7 20.15 4.1 100 9.5
13 0 7.9 18.48 3.6 070 272
14 0 5.6 14.41 2.8 050 10.8
15 7 5.6 15.20 3.7 310 5.1
16 2 10.9 24.85 5.0 100 7.9
17 0 8.5 20.83 4.2 080 14.7
18 0 43 13.02 2.8 130 11.3
19 0 1.5 7.34 0.7 200 20.6
20 0 - 3.71 0.9 030 16.8
21 0 - 4.16 1.0 090 25.5
22 0 - 4.65 0.3 080 47.1
23 0 - 7.78 1.7 080 333
24 0 - 4.64 0.2 070 20.3
25 6 - 2.05 1.0 040 18.4
26 0 3.0 15.51 3.5 080 25.6
27 0 2.1 13.66 2.1 080 34.8
28 0 7.4 20.54 3.4 080 22.7
29 0 22 10.31 2.9 070 9.7
30 0 6.7 17.15 3.7 080 18.1
/4R E
15 92.3 11.02 65.3 080 22.3
Mean/Total
Ak
IE 70.3 § 113.2 12.52 87.2 070 20.5
Normal*
. RIS e .
B ABHIRRL S B
Stati Hong Kong King's Park Waglan Island
ation International Airport s aglan ‘sian!

HREBRUAHILE 11 B 23 28k A R s bdE 80 A8 /N - EE 300 FE -
The maximum gust peak speed recorded at Waglan Island was 80 kilometres per hour from 300 degrees at 1123 HKT on 19 April.

# RAE L RIERE AR 8 AE » FEREEHE « MFEK -

- {E20044 K LART - A BEIFEHIGHIAE RS EUR AN B RSN B 9/ NEF VBN - 7220054 R DA% - SEBUR BRI LSS
e B 2 o Y RE FRLIEE R R AE A5/ N R 1023 S T 8505 - 7 Bl (o0 P (R e DRI AR Ut A S FE R AL Y B PR B4 2 — B -

- {E20074£10 5 10 H Al 8 SHERTRIL 85k B ER IR IRI5200 56 K AR HORAE R RFETEIRE AR A B RS BUR B 5/ N BRI 0 -
ARIERITF20074E 10 5 10 H R DS BRI S o i 2 A RS ERRAE R/ N AT 1070 S8 T H BT & -

Reduced visibility refers to visibility below 8 kilometres when there is no fog, mist, or precipitation.

- The visibility readings at the Hong Kong International Airport are based on hourly observations by professional meteorological observers in 2004 and
before, and average readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour of the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway from 2005 onwards.
The change of the data source in 2005 is an improvement of the visibility assessment using instrumented observations following the international trend.

- Before 10 October 2007, the number of hours of reduced visibility at the Hong Kong International Airport in 2005 and thereafter displayed in this
summary was based on hourly visibility observations by professional meteorological observers. Since 10 October 2007, the data have been revised using
the average visibility readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour, as recorded by the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway.

AR B ARAETR I EdE - AIDIRNEHE MU T R GG S (E T DASH BT e AP R -

In case the data are not available from Waglan Island, observations of Cheung Chau or other nearby weather stations will be incorporated in computing

the Prevailing Wind Direction and Mean Wind Speed.

*1991-2020 RMEFEME (BREFFISIBESN)  (https://www.hko.gov.hk/tc/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)

1991-2020 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (https://www.hko.gov.hk/en/cis/normal/1991_2020/normals.htm)

1997-2022 F5{H
1997-2022 Mean value

**

>

>

*
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4.2 Daily Values of Selected Metecrological Elements for Hong Kong, April 2023
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4.3 Daily Mean Temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory for April 2023
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A Day

__Bwughd _ EnEonl _ SABHREH Fxom it 550 il 8RR
6t percantila Thth percantila Running &day merage  — 25th pementle  —  Sih percentile +Uail'_.- mean temperaiure

s . B SREsE AR Remarks : Extremely high: above 95th percentile
ERIEE: MEETSHESE U 2/ Above normal: between 75th and 95th percentile
T8 MEEf ETSBAUE ZHE Normal: between 25th and 75th percentile
BERIEE: T EESME258 5B IR Below normal: between 5th and 25th percentile
B BRSNS Extremely low: below 5th percentile

BHMNEERSREEFHTHEEERI91ZE Percentile and 5-day running average values are
2020ERBIIESTE RS computed based on the data from 1991 to 2020
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